
Special Instructions Special Instructions

x3800x3800 HJ
Template

HJ
Template

Odd
Page

9
119

MICS61101L
©2012 Herff Jones, Inc.,

All Rights Reserved

Job # School

Even
Page

9
118

Job # School

Black Ink Includes Spot Color(s) Process 4-Color (CMYK)

MICS61101R
©2012 Herff Jones, Inc.,
All Rights Reserved

Black Ink Includes Spot Color(s) Process 4-Color (CMYK)

WORK ORDER

 
MAC WIN PM CS CS2 CC15 eProPro OLP

FOR  PLANT  USE Con QPPHJT Prep Place Proof
   

WORK ORDER

 
MAC WIN PM CS CS2 CC15 eProPro OLP

FOR  PLANT  USE Con QPPHJT Prep Place Proof
   

99

118

TOLERANCE

Events 119MLK WEEK

FI FT Y  years after Martin Luther King Jr. addressed 
K-State, his eldest son spoke in Forum Hall at the Student 
Union on Jan. 25.

Adrian Rodriguez, associate vice president for student 
life for diversity and multicultural student affairs, said the 
“momentous occasion” was a “true celebration of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy.”

Like his father, King said he believed in taking a moral 
high road to “prioritize kindness” when dealing with 
violent adversaries.

“Human beings are capable of great kindness,” King 
said. “It’s an innate value that nearly all people have 
inside of them. Now tolerance, on the other hand, that’s 
a little more challenging. Tolerance can be a struggle for 
all of us.”

One of the most prominent issues King discussed was 
voting reform to promote voter turnout.

“I do believe that we have got to do more to encourage 
everyone to vote and to eliminate the barriers, both legal 
and illegal, that discourage and prevent citizens from 
exercising their right to vote,” King said.

Thurman Williams, administrative assistant for the dean 
of engineering, said he found King’s speech to be very 
relevant to the level of discourse present in modern 
politics.

“I think that for a lot of people, it was really personal,” 
Williams said. “I thought a lot people took a lot of power 
in what he said.”

Directly following the lecture and a brief Q&A session, 
King’s father’s fraternity, Alpha Phi Alpha, led the 
audience in a candlelight vigil for memory, solidarity, 
love, repentance, hope, thankfulness and commitment.

Those who were present at Forum Hall for the lecture, 
CU�YGNN�CU�VJQUG�YJQ�YGTG�XKGYKPI�KV�KP�VJG�QXGTƃQY�
areas, were encouraged to attend the formal Laying of 
the Wreaths ceremony. The ceremony, which was held 
on the corner of Ahearn Field, progressed in front of the 
memorial bust of Martin Luther King, Jr.

To begin the ceremony, Alpha Phi Alpha led the 
EQOOWPKV[�KP�VJG�QHƂEKCN�J[OP�QH�VJG�HTCVGTPKV[��
$GIKPPKPI�YKVJ�VJG�1HƂEG�QH�VJG�2TGUKFGPV�CPF�VJG�
1HƂEG�QH�VJG�2TQXQUV��CFOKPKUVTCVKXG�QHƂEGU��CU�YGNN�CU�
Alpha Phi Alpha and Alpha Kappa Alpha, laid wreaths by 
departments.

After the procession, there was a moment of silence 
and a closing prayer from Pastor Sterling Hudgins.
6JG�HTGG�GXGPV�YCU�CXCKNCDNG�VQ�VJG�RWDNKE��1XGTƃQY�

areas were available in the Union Courtyard and in the 
K-State Alumni Center. STORY ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN THE COLLEGIAN 

NEWSPAPER; EDITED FOR SPACE AND FORMAT.

STORY BY KAYLIE MCLAUGHLIN

STUDENTS AND faculty celebrated 
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Observance Week by inviting 
Martin Luther King III to speak in 
Forum Hall at the Student Union 
on Thursday. Martin Luther King III 
spoke about empowering subjects 
such as acceptance, freedom 
of voting and the betterence of 
humans as a whole in honor of the 
50th anniversary. of his father’s visit 
to campus. PHOTOS BY OLIVIA BERGMEIER

Martin Luther King III speaks on social change, equality
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